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Keiya Kawacuchi”, Eri Nakamoto™ and Hu Bai* ™ : An Empirical Examination to Natural Farming
—Theory and Practice—

Abstract

This paper gives an empirical examination to the natural farming practice from a survey of three farmers,
with sustainable farming and farm household economy views.

The main results are as follows. (1) The yields of most crops are lower than conventional farming, but the
cases higher than conventional farming also found in few crops. (2) The farmer’s practice over ten years
indicates high sustainability of the farming. (3) Farmer with farm income over six million Japanese yen per
year is also found, while other two farmers are under part-time or kitchen garden farming. These findings
therefore suggest that agricultural extension will effectively help the development of natural farming.
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