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Traditionally (from the mid-20th century), the introduction of irrigated rice growing
into the Japanese archipelago™ was dated to the beginning of the Yayoi period, which

In its turn was dated from 300 Bc—300 ap. @lt was thought that rice growing spread

very rapidly, in a few centuries, up to the far northeast of the island of Honshi. Since

the distribution and management of irrigation systems required a social
organization, the Yayoi period would have witnessed the birth of an agricultural
society based on rice cultivation. @This notion formed part of everyone’s general
knowledge and was included in Japanese primary school textbooks up to the

beginning of the 21st century. sHowever, this notion has recently been re-examined
and redefined, as it is no longer supported by material evidence.

*Larchipelago : #E&. %5

(Hi#4 : Rice, agriculture, and the food supply in premodern Japan, Charlotte von
Verschuer, Routledge, p.4, 2016.)
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The water cycle describes where water is on Earth and how it moves. pWater is

stored in the atmosphere, on the land surface, and below the ground. It can be a

liquid, a solid, or a gas. Liquid water can be fresh or saline. Water moves between

the places it is stored. Water moves at large scales, through watersheds, the
atmosphere, and below the Earth's surface. Water moves at very small scales too. It
1s in us, plants, and other organisms. Human activities impact the water
cycle, affecting where water is stored, how it moves, and how clean it is.

Oceans store 96% of all water on Earth. Ocean water is saline, meaning it’s salty.
On land, saline water is stored in saline lakes. The rest of the water on Earth is fresh
water. Fresh water is stored in liquid form in freshwater lakes, artificial reservoirs,
rivers, and wetlands. Water is stored in solid, frozen form in ice sheets and glaciers™,

and in snowpack™ at high elevations or near Earth's poles. @Water vapor is a gas

and is stored as atmospheric moisture over the ocean and land. In the soil, frozen

water is stored as permafrost™ and liquid water is stored as soil moisture. Deeper

below ground, liquid water is stored as groundwater in aquifers™. Water in

groundwater aquifers is found within cracks and pores in the rock.

“Lglacier : JK{i[, *2snowpack : %25, *3permafrost : KA T, *taquifer : /K&

(Hi#t : US Geological Survey, https://www.usgs.gov/special-topics/water-science-

school/science/water-cycle % —HikZ)

(1) THBOEFERLZ IV,

(2) ARXHFIZHTL % “saline” OEMA HAGECTE 2 X,

(3) ARLHFTKIFERA AT — L TBEIT 5 AP EXLNTEY, RERAT—/L
& LTI RAH, #iFRm Fo kL 5 et (Bl BT ohTnd, —J7,
RTINS 72 A — VO (fEIk) & LCTED XS GRS Tn5
2y, BAFETTRTEZ L,

(4) THEBOEFERLZ IV,



(18 AR ]

SH8HEE ZERERFAFREFMEMAFZEERFEZIRE
(EYIREY BER MEREIE¥ 3—X)

SV EIRE

Eﬂﬁ
w
il
w
pi
S
2

3. ROIEFED =2 —AFLHE LA THROMWICEZ KL,

@A government survey shows that Japan is lagging behind*! in the use of generative
Al It shows that fewer people and businesses in the country utilize the technology

compared to other major economaies.

The communications ministry says it found that 26.7 percent of people in Japan said

they had used generative Al. The survey covers fiscal 2024 that ended in March.

The figure roughly tripled from the previous year, but it fell far short of China, where
Al usage stood at 81.2 percent. The figure for the United States was 68.8 percent.

People in their 20s were the top users of Al in Japan, with 44.7 percent utilizing the
technology. This was followed by people in their 40s and 30s.

The survey also shows that 49.7 percent of Japanese companies were planning to use

generative Al

That also paled in comparison to China and the US, where more than 80 percent of

firms aimed to adopt the technology.

*Ilag behind : i %x & 5
(Hi# : https!//www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20250714_B2/)
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