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According to the 2020 Census of Agriculture and Forestry, Hokkaido has
the largest number of farmers cultivating rice on fields of 15 hectares or more. Akita

Prefecture ranks second, followed by Niigata Prefecture in third place. These
regions—Hokkaido, Niigata, and Akita—are characterized by extensive flatlands,
which make it easier to create large farmland plots, thereby facilitating large-scale
farming. Large plots also allow for the introduction of large-scale machinery,
leading to improved operational efficiency. On the other hand, Nagano Prefecture
has the highest number of farmers cultivating rice on plots smaller than 0.1
hectares. This is because 84% of Nagano’s total area is mountainous, with many
slopes and limited flat land. As a result, Nagano has made use of its sloped terrain
and high elevation to promote the cultivation of fruit trees, such as grapes and
apples. These geographical characteristics are also found in the Nanyo region of
Ehime Prefecture, which is one of the reasons why citrus farming is prevalent there.

In Ehime Prefecture, the main production areas for Unshu mikan
(Citrusunshiu, Satsuma mandarin) are Yawatahama City and Uwajima City, which
together account for 75% of the Ehime prefecture’s total production. This is because
the warm climate and the abundance of sloped terrain, which increases the area
exposed to sunlight, are ideal conditions for Unshu mikan cultivation. However, the
presence of many slopes in the orchards makes mechanization difficult, creates
harsh working conditions, and means that a large labor force is needed for
production. The Nanyo region accounts for a significant portion of Ehime’s
agricultural workforce. In particular, the harvest season for Unshu mikan, from
October to December, is the period when the highest number of workers are
engaged in agricultural activities. Therefore, many part-time workers are hired
during the harvest season to assist with the picking. In recent years, however, it has
become increasingly difficult to secure these part-time workers, which has become a
major issue in maintaining Unshu mikan production. To address these challenges,
the development of smart agriculture technologies is also underway, but they have

not yet been put into practical use.
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