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2 Numbers of nucleotide substitutions at
synonymous and nonsynonymous sites are increased
linearly with the differences in the year of isolation for
the H3 hemagglutinin gene of human influenza A
viruses. Rates of nucleotide substitutions per site per
year are faster at synonymous sites (13.05x107) than
nonsynonymous sites (3.59x107). The number of
nucleotide substitutions of respective years was
calculated by a comparison with the sample collected
in 1968 (Gojobori 1990).
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