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Toshihito Waki™ and Michiru Okuma™*: A Study about the Current Situation
and the Future Development of the Arable Land Accumulation by Participation
of Business Enterprises to Agricultural Management

Abstract

Recently Japanese business enterprises are interested in participating agricultural management because of
the lack of business chances in non-agricultural sector which has been caused by the long-term depression
of Japanese economy. The Government of Japan mitigated strict regulations of the Agricultural Land Law
so that interested enterprises can easily participate in agricultural management.

This paper looks into one of the recent cases of business enterprise’s participation to agricultural
management in Ehime Prefecture. It was found that many pieces of arable land which the enterprise has
borrowed are located in disadvantaged areas, and that the natural conditions of those land are in an
unfavorable situation for new comers. However, farmers who lease their land to the enterprise seem to have
no psychological resistance to do so in spite of the genera anti-business feelings in Japanese rural aress.
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