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Examination on farming problem of New Farmers: Case Studies from Hyogo Prefecture

Abstract

Japan’ s agriculture is facing a critical labor shortage because of a scarcity of young new farmers. One reason of

this may result in the insufficient agricultural training for farm-job applicants. This paper examined the

agricultural training effect of new farmers by three case studies of Hyogo Prefecture. The results showed that the

main difficulties faced by new farmers are lack of knowledge and the experience in cultivation, plant insect pest

control, and management know-how. Securing of farmland is also a critical issue for new farmers. Agricultural

training received from the experienced host farmers with a longer period seems effective in solving these

problems. However, the agricultural training for new farmers was imposing burden on the host farmers. The

support for host farmers is therefore a new policy issue.
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