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The Retention Process and Determinants of New Farmer Residents and Possible Policy Alternatives

Abstract

As a depopulation improvement measure in rural area, the emigration to rural area is promoted in Japan. However,

the retention rate of regional development cooperation volunteers remains about 60%, suggesting that population

residence in these areas is still an important policy issue. This paper aims to identify the process and determinants

influencing the retention of new farmer residents, as well as possible policy alternatives, by case studies of three new

farmer residents emigrated from urban area. The three farmers have been success in their emigration life in rural area.

The results show that the measures are very important in promoting the retention of new farmers. Namely, i)

offering the simulation of earning income continuously or regularly in the future, ii) effective farming training

program, iii) financial support for farming and the services for farmland acquisition, iv) introduction of experienced

farmers, v) support of community residents and vi) close linkage of various services from local administration.
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