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The Current Situation of Migrating to Local Areas and Policy Alternatives

Abstract
The population of local areas in Japan is remarkably decreasing as an increasing concentration toward the

district of Tokyo metropolis. However, the migration oriented to local areas is attracting the attention as a

new trend induced from a new policy of regional vitalization. This research aims to clear the current situation,

determinants of this trend, and further the effective policy alternatives for promoting it, by case studies from

Usuki city, Oita prefecture. The results showed that the four factors, namely, the effort of local government in

receiving migrants, the development of organic agriculture in this city, good administrative services, and the

hospitableness of local people were the main reasons of attracting migrants. The policy alternatives aiming to

promote the development of these measures could be effective.
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