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Michihiko MAMADA and SAM Engleang:
A Study on Farm Management in Cambodia with Economic Growth Period a Case Study of Mid-2010s

Abstract

This paper examines farm management patterns in Cambodia in the mid-2010s. Cambodia is located in
Southeast Asia and is experiencing remarkable economic development, especially in urban areas. On the
other hand, the economic disparity between urban and rural areas is widening, and economic disparity is also
occurring within rural areas. In this study, we conducted a field interview survey to clarify the current status
and factors of economic disparity in rural areas, with a view to future agricultural policy in Cambodia. The
survey covered rice farmers, who are the main farmers in Cambodia, and fruit farmers who cultivate fruit
trees, which are cash crops. In particular, rice farmers were surveyed from low-income, middle-income, and
high-income groups within the same farming village.

The results of this study indicate that rice farmers do not keep any records necessary to understand their
income, expenditure, and income. In addition, it is difficult to expand the scale of rice cultivation alone, and
farmers have to rely on migrant workers for their livelihood. On the other hand, fruit farmers had to spend a
large amount of money for the initial investment, but they also had a large income and kept records of their
business management. In order to improve the income of rice farmers, it is necessary to first implement
cultivation records and documented business management, and then, in terms of policy, it is necessary to
improve agricultural policies to ensure stable agricultural production, such as a guaranteed minimum
purchase price for rice and an improved subsidy system, because the current situation of households
dependent on migrant workers is not desirable. The results of the study revealed that it is necessary to
improve agricultural policies for stable agricultural production, such as a guaranteed minimum purchase price
for rice and an enhanced subsidy system.

Key words: Cambodia, rural area, mid-2010s, farm management
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