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Shinichi TsSUBAKI*:
Research on the Process of Forming Production Areas Bases with Agricultural Cooperative Production
Groups as the Core and the Effects of Forming Production Bases

Abstract

This study analyzes the formation of production areas, focusing on the production groups of agricultural
cooperatives. The aim of this study is to clarify the process of formation of production areas, the actors
involved in the formation of production areas, and the effects of the formation of production areas. Finally, it
presents issues that need to be addressed in order to maintain the production area. The research subjects were
two production groups in a fruit and vegetable production area in Ehime Prefecture. One is the flower and
tree division of T- agricultural Cooperative, and the other is the yuzu division of M- agricultural Cooperative.
The research method was an interview survey of the two organizations. The results of this study showed that,
first, effective marketing by agricultural cooperatives was a crucial factor in the establishment of production
areas. Second, not only agricultural cooperatives, but also government agencies and local businesses played
important roles in developing the supply system for production materials. Cooperation with these
organizations was essential for the establishment of production zones. Third, the agricultural extension
services provided by agricultural cooperatives were instrumental in the establishment of these zones. The
establishment of production zones led to higher unit shipping prices compared to other regions, which in turn
led to higher incomes for producers. This increase in income contributed to an increase in the number of
members in the production committees and an expansion of the cultivated area.

Key words: agricultural cooperative, agricultural producer group, services for agricultural consulting
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