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Problem of Farmland Fragmentation and Prospect of Consolidation in Large-scale Rice Farmer

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the current state of farmland fragmentation in two large-scale rice

farmers in Saijo City, Ehime Prefecture, and to examine the possibility of farmland consolidation triggered by

the shift to a borrower's market of farmland. The two large-scale rice farmers examined are accumulating

farmland to many villages while respecting the wishes of their landowners. This has resulted in significant

farmland fragmentation. Both farmers recognize that farmland fragmentation poses a hindrance to their

operations, with water management in open-channel paddy fields being particularly burdensome. Furthermore,

while both farmer desire to consolidate their farmland, it is difficult to select land for accumulation, exchange

cultivation of leased farmland, or remove ridge, because farmland market is not borrower’s market. Therefore,

it is considered that farmland consolidation by large-scale rice farmers will be difficult for the time being.
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